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COMMANDER'S CORNER 

Greetings everyone. Summer is now officially over and fall is setting in. 
The kids are back in school and winter is just around the corner! 
Unfortunately, the Covid-19 pandemic is still with us so please follow the 
safety guidelines of wearing a mask. It is for everyone's safety. We are 
following the State's guidelines at our Post in an effort to keep our members, 
family, and friends safe! 

I'm proud to announce that VFW Post 981 voted to make our Post their 
home base, and we have also sponsored Cub Scout Pack 269. These two 
organizations are great additions to our Post 208 family. 

I was asked to speak at our Junior Auxiliary September meeting and what a 
nice group of young ladies they are. We need to support them as much as we 
can. To our Senior Auxiliary members, a big THANK YOU for your time and 
the great job you're doing with these young girls. 

I am also proud to share with our Post family that our Post Officers were 
invited to attend events honoring the 20 year anniversary of 9-11 at Hersey 
High School and First Presbyterian Church, and an event honoring Gold Star 
Families of Illinois at the Arlington Heights Memorial Library. The events were 
wonderful and I encourage everyone to visit the portrait display of the fallen 
heroes of Illinois at the library (through September 30th ). 

As our Post continues to hold events, Covid is having an affect on some of 
the plans. The Auxiliary has cancelled their Tailgate Party scheduled for 
October 17th , the Navy is not allowing recruits to visit us for our Annual
Recruit Thanksgiving for the second year in a row, and due to scheduling 
problems we will not be able to have our Band fundraiser night. On the other 
hand, we are looking forward to S.A.L. Pancake Breakfasts on October 3rd

and November 7 th;our 8th Annual Pool Tournament as it kicks off at noon on 
Sunday, October 10th ; the Veteran's Day Ceremony and luncheon on
Thursday, November 11 th at 11:00 a.m.; the S.A.L. Toy's for Tots Party on 
Friday, November 26th ; and the Post Children's Christmas Party on Saturday,
December 11. The Queen of Hearts drawing continues each Thursday night 
as well as Bingo on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month. We're even still 
trying to put together a small party for our Carnival Jubilee Volunteers. 
Please see the flyers in the newsletter for additional information on some of 
these events. 

In closing, best wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving to you and your loved 
ones! Stay safe and take care during this challenging time and remember 
that my door is always open for suggestions and ideas for bettering YOUR 
Post. In the meantime, keep our ailing members in your thoughts and 
prayers that they may feel better soon, in addition to our Bar Manager, 
Stanija, who is recovering from surgery but is doing well in recovery. 

Yours in service, 

Jerry Ziobrowski, Commander 



Auxiliary President

Hello and Happy Fall. We’ve got lots of great events coming up for the Auxiliary
and the Legion Family. Our Bingo is back and continues to be a success and lots
of fun too. The collection of items needed for Stockings for the Troops will
continue through October 15th. I’m so proud to be a part our Legion Family, as
we continue to move ahead and serve our veterans and military in these
uncertain times.

We’re trying some new things at our meetings so please join us and see what we
have planned and how you can be involved. Our Unit is looking for help with
some of our Chairmanships, please contact me to discuss.

Next meetings are Tuesday, October 12 & November 9 at 7:00 pm. If you have
items for the Stockings for the Troops, please bring to the October meeting.

As we work to create light for others, we light our own way.

Cindy Hall
Auxiliary Unit 208 President

ATTENTION AUXILIARY MEMBERS . . . .. .

We are putting together a Unit 208 Member Directory in January, 2022.  If you 
are interested in helping with this project, please  contact Cindy Hall for more 
information.

If you DO NOT want your information included (Name, Address, Phone or 
Email) YOU MUST contact either Pat Sienkiewicz or Cindy Hall by 
DECEMBER 31, 2021.

Pat Sienkiewicz, 1st Vice President can be reached @ 847/754-5820 or emailed 
at sienkiewicz385@comcast.net.  Cindy Hall, President can be reached at 
221/201-4009 or emailed at cindyskier5139@gmail.com. 

Congratulations to our August & September Winners….

Keep an eye on your mailbox as our next Golden Bucks Raffle will be 
starting up soon. 

Congratulations to all of our 2020/2021 winners!  Will you be one of our 
2021/2022 winners???  GOOD LUCK!

Dominick LaCaria
Denise Montgomery

JoAnne Clevenger
Carl Vecchio



We are diligently working on our membership numbers by getting our
renewals processed in a timely manner. In addition, we are happy to
report that our new member sign-ups are increasing and we would like to
WELCOME them to our Post! Hopefully you’ll be able to join us at one of
our regular meetings that are held on the second Tuesday of the month at
7:00 p.m.

As mentioned in the last newsletter, the National Office sent out an
INCORRECT renewal notice. It shows $40.00, which is INCORRECT!!!
See the next paragraph below for the CORRECT information!

You should have received your renewal notice for 2022 membership by now
and if not, keep an eye out for it, you should receive it very shortly but as
mentioned above, there was a pricing error. The sooner you renew, the
less annoying renewal notices we have to send. The dues for 2022 are
$45.00 this year and will increase to $50 if not paid by
December 31st 2021.

You can mail your dues to the post or renew online. If mailing a check,
please make your check payable to American Legion Post 208 and send it
to:

Post 208 membership
121 N. Douglas Ave.

Arlington Heights, IL 60004

Visit www.legion.org if you wish to pay your dues on-line.

AS A REMINDER, IMPORTANT INFO ABOUT 2022 MEMBERSHIP 
DUES:

Dues paid by Dec 31,2021deadline. $45.00
Dues paid AFTER Dec 31,2021 deadline. $50.00
Dues paid online same as above

Joe DeCaluwe
Senior Vice Commander

A Note from the Sr. Vice Commander . . . 



As of the middle of September, I must report the passing of Post
members Harry Kairy on 7/7/2021 and Tom Davidson on 8/19/2021. If
you are close to the families, please pass on that we at the Post also
feel this loss and are keeping them in our prayers .The Post Colorguard
has given military honors to many Post and other veterans from the
area over the last few months. We will miss them all. I also must pass
on that Bar supervisor Stania and Bill Kinney have both recently had
surgery, Brian Jones has been admitted to Great Lakes hospital, and
Larry Kriesant and Son’s member Harry Kuhl are recovering at home
and doing rehab after medical problems. Please reach out to them if
you can.

I also ask all that in light of the cancellations of the Exit 147 charity
band night and the Thanksgiving day with the sailors, that any other
efforts to support those in need should be supported with your time
and any discretionary funds you may allocate. Please check the
Facebook page and the Post 208 website frequently for announcements
on any activities the Post Family may be having to support needy vets.

As always, please let me know if you hear of any members passing
away or becoming very ill so that I can let others know, as well.

For God and Country,

Jack Schwar, Post Chaplain 630-542-3528 jack.schwar@gmail.com 

The December ‘21/January ‘22 Newsletter 
deadline  is 

Tuesday, November 9, 2021                                              
E-Mail Your Articles

(in Microsoft WORD FORMAT and flyers in PDF 
FORMAT please) 

to the Newsletter E-Mail Address 

NEWSLETTERFORPOST208@YAHOO.COM







BELIEVE IT OR NOT . . . 

TIS THE SEASON
I know it’s hard to believe, but SANTA has already begun to 
check his list and he needs your help. The annual Children’s 
Post Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, December 11th 

at NOON.

This Christmas Party is open to the children and grandchildren 
(10 years old and younger) of current Post 208, Auxiliary, and 
SAL members.

To ensure that Santa has a package for each “little one” in 
attendance, I ask you as parents and grandparents to sign up 
each child no later than Friday, November 12th. Better 
yet, fill it out today and mail it or drop it off at the  
Post!!!

Please complete the information requested on the next page 
and mail it or drop it off at Post 208 (121 N. Douglas Ave. 
Arlington Heights, IL * 60004). Be sure to mark this 
important date on your calendar.

And don’t forget, this Party is for paid up members with their 
2022 cards only, and your dues must be paid by November 1st 

for the current year. Only children in attendance will receive 
gifts. If an older sibling is attending, please note it on your 
request and be sure to bring a present - Santa will be happy to 
give it to the child.

Happy Holidays!

Donna Locher, Christmas Party Chairman











EXTRA! EXTRA!
Post 208 is happy to support our sponsored Cub Scout Pack 269 as they
kick-off their Annual Wreath Sale. This is the only fundraiser the pack
does and your support will help ensure the pack has the funds to
continue operating for the betterment of the Scouts and the Community.

There is quite the selection of items to choose from with prices to fit any
budget. And……there are several ways to order; 1) visit
www.pack269.com where the 2021 wreath sale link will soon be live; 2)
email scouts@northvail.com and provide your name and (local) address
and a scout will stop by your home so you can place your order; 3)
Scouts will be available before Bingo starts on October 8th & 22nd; and 4)
Scouts will be at
the October & November Pancake Breakfast.

Let’s show the Scouts how much their Legion Family appreciates them
and all they do for the Community!

Be sure to place your order by November 1St. Items will be available
for delivery, or pick-up at the Post, between
November 18 - 21.

(A) 24" Fir Wreath $22 (N) 26" Noble Decorator Wreath $52
(B) 30" Fir Wreath $30 (O) Noble Candle Ring Wreath $25
(C) 48" Balsam Wreath $60 (P) Festive Holiday Chandelier $34
(D) 60" Balsam Wreath $74 (Q) Mixed Door Swag $20
(E) 72" Balsam Wreath $104 (R) Balsam Candy Cane $31
(F) 36" Double Face Balsam $59 (S) Balsam Cross $31
(G) 26" Fallen Hero Wreath $21 (T) Holiday Yule Log $25
(H) 20" Noble Fir Mixed Wreath $31 (U) Fire Starter Basket $25
(I) 36" Noble Fir Mixed Wreath $59 (V) 25' Balsam Garland $38
(J) 48" Nobel Fir Mixed Wreath $87 (W) 25' Cedar Garland $47
(K) 32" Outdoor Evergreen Planter $40 4' Noble Mixed
(L) 42" Outdoor Evergreen Planter $60 Mantlepiece/Centerpiece
(M) 24" Premium Fir Decorator Wreath $48 Cemetery Easel $10

$57(X)



Thank you for supporting 
Cub Scout Pack 269
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Mickey Bendel
Charlotte Heitbrink
Donna Blankfield
Tiffany Dobrow
Brian Jones
Jacqueline Ptaszek
Marion Tallian
Rita Healy
Kristin Foglestad
Barbara Altobelli
Gloria Kuehn
Jerrine Placek

Please send Birthday and Anniversary 
additions and corrections to:

NEWSLETTERFORPOST208@YAHOO.COM
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Gina Landes
Marie Pelc
Marge Ali
Joyce Mills
Alana Monterrosa
Laura Gryzlo
Judi Gartrell
David Mills
Dan Wojcik
Al Corbett
Carol Alimento
Dale Berg
Sonja Brumfield
Harry Kairys
Amanda Piepenbrink
Corinne Zarno
Paul Niedringhaus
Fay Mason
Arlene Nicosia
Christine Jordan
Paul Markham



1  
12 
17 
21 
23 
24 
24 

Paul & Mary DuVal
Lew & Helen O’Donnell
David & Sue Roberts
Orson & Rita Baker
Paul & Rita Healy
Richard & Marie Pelc
Gerald & Grace Tangney

6 
11 
15 
16 
18 
19 
29 
30

Allan & Anne Schmid
Richard & Bernell Christiansen
Lee & Mickey Bendel
Paul & Chris Kazmar
Bill & Michelle Neilson
John & Roberta Becker
Glen & Peggy Johnson
Ron & Madonna Coons

Congratulations everyone!  
Here’s to many more years of wedded bliss!





Merle Guild American Legion
2021/2022 UPCOMING EVENTS*

AUGUST SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

13
27

Bingo
Bingo

6
10 
24 
28

3
8 
10 
17 
22 
24 
31

7 11 
12 
14 
21 
25 
26
28

5
10 
11
12
19
25
26
29

Labor Day
Bingo
Bingo
Red Cross Blood Drive

S.A.L. Pancake Breakfast
Bingo
Pool Tournament Begins
Auxiliary Tailgate Party (cancelled)
Bingo
Pool Tournament
Pool Tournament / Happy Halloween

S.A.L. Pancake Breakfast / Pool Tournament
Veteran’s Day Ceremony & Luncheon
Bingo
Pool Tournament
Pool Tournament
Happy Thanksgiving
S.A.L. Toys for Tots Party
Pool Tournament

S.A.L. Pancake Breakfast / Pool Tournament
Bingo
Post Children’s Christmas Party
Pool Tournament
Pool Tournament
Merry Christmas
Pool Tournament
Red Cross Blood Drive

P.O.C. / Executive Board Meeting – Monthly; 1st Tuesday
Post & Auxiliary Meeting – Monthly; 2nd Tuesday

S.A.L. Meeting – Monthly; 2nd Wednesday
Junior Auxiliary Meeting – Monthly, 2nd Sunday

Bingo – Bi-Monthly; 2nd & 4th Friday
Karaoke – Weekly; Friday night

Queen of Hearts Drawing – Weekly; Thursday night





UPCOMING HAPPENINGS

Karaoke
Rental – Jam Session (public welcome)
S.A.L. Pancake Breakfast                   
POC Meeting / Exec Board Meeting
Queen of Hearts
Bingo / Karaoke
Lions Club Meet Raffle (public welcome)
Pool Tournament
Post Meeting / Auxiliary Board Meeting
S.A.L. Meeting
Queen of Hearts
Karaoke
Pool Tournament
Auxiliary Tailgate Party *CANCELLED*
Queen of Hearts
Bingo /  Karaoke
Pool Tournament
Queen of Hearts
Karaoke
Pool Tournament
Happy Halloween
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28
29
31

POC Meeting / Exec Board Meeting
Queen of Hearts
Karaoke
S.A.L. Pancake Breakfast / Pool Tournament
Post Meeting  / Auxiliary Meeting
S.A.L. Meeting
Veteran’s Day Ceremony & Luncheon / Q.O.H.
Bingo / Karaoke
Junior Meeting / Pool Tournament
Queen of Hearts
Karaoke
Pool Tournament
Happy Thanksgiving
S.A.L. Toys For Tots Party
Pool Tournament
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