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NEWSLETTER

COMMANDER’S CORNER

The past fifteen months have been very trying for our Post due to COVID-19. With several closings and

limited capacity, serving as a gathering place for veterans, their families and the community has been

interrupted. There seems to be a light at the end of the tunnel with vaccine availability and more and

more people taking advantage. More people seem to be coming to the Post, bar business is great, and

we've had some rentals for celebrations and more on the horizon. Dare I say that things may be getting

back to some semblance of normal. Let's all continue to commit to staying safe and healthy.

On Monday, June 14, the Post will host Flag Day. At 6:00 p.m., our Color Guard will begin the burning of

unserviceable flags. After the burning, we'll move inside for the Post Everlasting Ceremony, where we

honor our Post's veterans who have passed away in the previous year. I hope you will consider attending

this solemn event.

As I noted in the last newsletter, the 4th of July Festival and Parade have been cancelled. While we won't

be able to do our largest fundraiser again this year, we will continue to find ways to acknowledge and

celebrate this meaning and importance of this date - a symbol of our freedom and unity. We are in the

process of planning a BBQ for July 3rd. As details become more available, we will post information on our

website and on signage at the Post. Please mark your calendars now so you can be with us.

I strongly encourage you to attend the June 8 meeting at 7:00 p.m. This is the meeting where we vote on

new officers for the coming year. The slate of candidates who have been nominated is in this newsletter;

however, nominations can also be made from the floor. If you have an interest in serving or know

someone who might, please reach out to me so I can personally answer your questions. You can call me

at 847-710-7479.

As this is my final newsletter as Commander, I want to take a moment to tell you what my three years of

service has meant to me. I realize I have served during a challenging time and missed some of the fun

of Commander service like overseeing many of our successful fundraisers, seeing people regularly at

meetings and being in the community. Yet, it has been a privilege and honor to serve. And I will continue

to do so even if I'm not in the Commander role, especially as a member of the Color Guard, cooking hash

browns at the pancake breakfast, serving dinner to recruits and so much more. All these things

have brought me such joy. I have been surrounded by amazing other leaders who have guided me and

assisted me at all turns in very meaningful ways that made my service more enjoyable and more

effective. I can't say thank you enough to the current Post officers, SAL officers and members of the

Auxiliary. I know this was a challenging year for all the groups, yet I believe we weathered it with cool

perspective, camaraderie and caring.

So, with that I say, consider serving. You won't regret it.

Joe Decaluwe, Commander



The August/September Newsletter deadline  is 
Tuesday, July 13, 2021                                                        

E-Mail Your Articles
(in Microsoft WORD FORMAT and flyers in PDF FORMAT

please) 

to the Newsletter E-Mail Address 

NEWSLETTERFORPOST208@YAHOO.COM

Auxiliary President

HELLO EVERYONE.....

Well, this is my last letter from my two-year term as President. It has
been a different two years with the Covid and a lot of time away from the
Post. We did our best donating and supporting organizations considering
we didn’t have any fundraisers or Bingo. Maybe in September we will be
able to start up again, God willing. The meetings we did have were
interesting and fun. I hope you enjoyed having me as your President. I
DID. We still purchased ROTC medals for high school seniors, collected
canned goods for Community Service, sent get well cards and thinking of
you cards for those who couldn’t be with us, and thanks to Pat
Sienkiewicz for her hard work to get our membership over 100% for the
second year in a row. Also, thanks to JoEllen Dobrow and Sue Roberts on
an excellent year with our wonderful Juniors. I was completely grateful
for all the officers and committees, and their commitment to our
Auxiliary. It was greatly appreciated; thanks for making my year
worthwhile. We have a new slate of Officers in September. Please come
to our meetings and give them the help they deserve. Our Board
Meeting will be held in August; all are invited to start the new year off.
Thanks again and Gob Bless our Troops and Veterans.

Ernie Pasternak
Auxiliary Unit 208 President



Greetings My Fellow Veterans,

Now that the weather is warmer, please enjoy being outside!

Membership Report

As of May11th, 2021, we have 371 members in the Post. This gives us a
94% renewal rate from 2020.

We had three new members join in April, they are Kyle Orr – Navy (Active
Duty), David Puma – Air Force (Retired) and Mari Suzara – Marines
(Retired). If you see an unfamiliar face, please introduce yourself and
welcome them to our Post.

Just a reminder, July 1st starts the 2022 renewal period. Membership dues
are $45.00 per year through December 31st, 2021. As of January 1st,
2022, membership dues increase to $50.00 per year. You can either send
a check to the Post or renew online at www.legion.org. Please make your
check payable to “American Legion Post 208” and send it to the following
address:

Post 208 Membership
c/o Glen Johnson                                                                                                            

121 N. Douglas Ave.
Arlington Heights, IL 60004

If you have questions regarding your membership, please feel free to
email me at post208membership@gmail.com or call me at 847-253-
7419.

Yours in service,

Glen Johnson, Senior Vice-Commander

A Note from the Sr. Vice Commander . . . 

http://www.legion.org/
about:blank


CHAPLAIN’S CORNER . . . . .

As of the middle of May, since the last newsletter, this pandemic is starting
to let up. It has however, taken more lives and I have to report that I have
received word that Lamar Brumfield passed away in February and Harry
Dimpfl lost his wife on May 1st. (I did not get word on causes or on
services.) Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers.
Upcoming in June we will have a Flag Day Memorial Service to remember
Post members who have passed in the last two years at 6:00 p.m. on
Monday, June 14th, followed by the Color Guard replacing the flag and a
ceremony retiring the worn retired flags that we have received.

I ask again for any updates you may have on members who have passed
away or who are seriously ill. May you all stay safe and well.

For God and Country,

Jack Schwar, Post Chaplain
630-542-3528 (phone/text)
Jack.schwar@gmail.com

Prayers for a speedy recovery for Roberta Becker who had
surgery on May 6th. Condolences to the family of Past Department
President, Wanda Lovely, who passed away on May 5th.

The Auxiliary will be having a Memorial Service during the June
meeting to commemorate the Unit members who passed away
during the last two years.

I hope you are all doing well, and I look forward to seeing you at our
meeting.

Lois Kurowski, Auxiliary Chaplain



ELECTION REMINDER
Doing the “Right Thing” when no one is looking…

The next challenge for the Post Membership! On June 8th, 2021, we will elect our next
Executive Board and Post Officers. Our Post elections must be used to elect individuals that
are going to work for the benefit of all the Post members and not just for the few. Our
elections should be used to elect qualified individuals and not just used as a sham popularity
contest.

The Post needs honest individuals, with integrity, that will do the “Right Thing” even when
no one is looking! This includes, most importantly, communicating in a timely manner with all
Post members. It also includes making decisions for the viability of the Post no matter how
unpopular they might be. Knowing and adhering to Post By-Laws is another MUST do! What
the Post does not need is Board Members and/or Officers that get a case of “Butt Hurt” or
insult members when they do not like the question’s they are being asked about Post
business.

Remember, as a Post 208 Member, you have the right to question any Board Member and/or
Officer about Post business without regret.

Please remember our Post is a business, and it is in business to support and help Veterans.
For our Post to survive, the individuals we are electing to office must do the “Right Thing”
for the Post.

Hope to see you on election night, June 8th.

Yours in service,

Glen Johnson
Senior Vice-Commander

Congratulations to our

Spring

Golden Bucks Winners

George Montgomery

Lamar Brumfield

Eugene Forys

Ronald Zaremba

Your Golden Bucks raffle prize is being sent to you
via U.S. Mail.  Congratulations!

Many thanks to everyone who participated in this fundraising effort as 
the raffle supports your Post and who knows…..you may just be our 

next lucky winner!
GOOD LUCK!



The annual Election of Post Officers

is scheduled to be held at our next

General Membership meeting

On Tuesday, June 8th @ 7 p.m.

The following positions need to be filled:

Commander

Senior Vice

Junior Vice

Judge Advocate

Finance Officer

Chaplain

SGT-at-Arms

Anyone interested in running for any of these positions can

be nominated at the June meeting. As of our May meeting,

the following nominations were made:

Commander, Dave Roberts

SGT-at-Arms, Nick Paglia

Judge Advocate, Walt Parus

(2) Two-Year Trustees; Bob Conner & Steve Skiber

(2) Three-Year Trustees; Dale Berg & Bill Neilson

We need the help of our members to make Post 208

successful. Please consider running for any one of the

above postions as nominations from the floor will be

accepted for Board Members and Officers. The experience

is very rewarding. If you have any questions, please

contact Commander Joe DeCaluwe at 847-710-7479
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1  
1  
3  
4  
4  
6 
12 
12 
12 
13 
15 
22 
22 
25 
26 
27 
27 
28 
29 
31

Beverly Borre
Genevieve White
Mike Smith
Dawn Allen
Gary Grzelak
Barry Blankfield
Pat Curley
Marion DeVon
Jerry Ziobrowski
Tony Serigos
Jane Heyman
George Haupt
Anne Woodruff
Walt Parus
Mary (Cathy) DuVal
Bob Ferraro
Virginia Tarczon
Barb Conner
Melissa Gilbertson
Dayle Klingler

Please send Birthday and Anniversary 

additions and corrections to:

NEWSLETTERFORPOST208@YAHOO.COM

1   
2  
3  
4  
6  
7  
7  
7  
7 
12 
13 
15 
15 
15 
19 
20 
20 
21 
23 
24 
24 
25 
26 
30

Millie Ewald
Ellen Janda
Sonja Hill
Irene Cohan
Bob Conner
Paul DuVal
Judy Clark
Vera Sorensen
Kaylee Thurlow
Jim Kuhn
Clarence Placek
Harold Meilahn
Chuck Davis
Donna Sorci
Chuck Leistico
Carol Knox
Gloria Pfeifer
Leo Blankfield
Bill Lumpp
Carolyn Bolger
Gertrude Rateike
Deborah Smart
Henry Sobieski
Lew O’Donnell



2  
29

Melvin & Vivian Markson
Dan & Maribeth Kaspari

3  
9  
12  
21  
25  
30

Leo & Donna Blankfield
Robert & Louise Knauber
Chuck & Bev Leistico
Gary & Lauri Grzelak
Harold & Mary Meilhan
Dan & Susan Wojcik

Congratulations everyone!  

Here’s to many more years of wedded bliss!



Congratulations & Good Luck to the 

following 

2021-2022 

Auxiliary Officers-elect

President Cindy Hall

1st Vice President Pat Sienkiewicz

2nd Vice President Sue Roberts

Treasurer Donna Locher

Historian Sue Fitzpatrick

Chaplain Ernie Pasternak

SGT-at-Arms JoEllen Dobrow

Best of luck to you in the coming year.



A Note from the Newsletter Editor

Greetings everyone, just a reminder, hand-written articles for the Newsletter are no 
longer being accepted.  All Newsletter Articles must be in a digital format, preferably 
Microsoft Word.

Newsletter Flyers must be created in either Microsoft Word, PowerPoint or PDF format.  
JPEG format WILL NO LONGER BE ACCEPTED.  I can assist you if required.

Just a reminder, your next Newsletter Articles and/or Flyers are due no later 
than July 13th, 2021.  Please send your Newsletter Articles and/or Flyers to 

NEWSLETTERFORPOST208@YAHOO.COM.

PLEASE NOTE THE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS FOR 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS!!  THIS IS FOR 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS ONLY.
Best Regards,

Donna Locher
Newsletter Editor
847-502-1002
NEWSLETTERFORPOST208@YAHOO.COM

A Note from the Website & Facebook Editor

Greetings everyone, if you have something of value that you’d like posted on the Post 
Website and/or Facebook page, please feel free to send them to me.

If you need assistance creating a flyer, get with me when I’m at the Legion and I’ll 
assist you in getting it created.

If you’ve created a flyer, please make sure it has a ½ inch bleed (blank) space all 
around the outer edge.

Please send your Articles and/or Flyers for the Post Website and/or Facebook Page to 
post208news@yahoo.com.

Best Regards,

Glen Johnson
Website & Facebook Editor
847-253-7419 – Mobile
post208news@yahoo.com



UPCOMING HAPPENINGS

POC Meeting/ Exec Board Meeting

Division Auxiliary Meeting

Post / Auxiliary Meeting

S.A.L. Meeting

Color Guard Meeting

Jr. Auxiliary Meeting

Post Everlasting

Father’s Day

Red Cross Blood Drive

1  

5  

8  

9  

10  

13  

14

20  

21

Post BBQ Fundraiser

Happy 4th of July

POC Meeting / Exec Board Meeting

Color Guard Meeting

Post Meeting

S.A.L. Meeting
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Merle Guild American Legion Post 208      
121 N. Douglas Avenue                                
Arlington Heights, IL 60004

phone:  847-253-6632

e-mail: amerlegion208@hotmail.com

Membership email: post208membership@gmail.com

Newsletter email:  newsletterforpost208@yahoo.com

Facebook & Webpage email:  post208news@yahoo.com

Hall Rental email:  post208hallrentals@gmail.com  

website: www.arlingtonheightsamericanlegion.org

like us on Facebook: Arlington Heights American Legion Post 208         


